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 (505) 296-1937

www.prairiedogpals.org


prairiedogpals@comcast.net

General Meeting Minutes

Date:

31 January 2009 

Location:
James Joseph Dwyer Memorial Police Substation 12,700 Montgomery Blvd. NE

The meeting was convened at 105 PM.

Yvonne Boudreaux welcomed the attendees with best wishes for a happy Prairie Dog Day (2 February)!  She noted that “the times, they are a changing”, and encouraged everyone to become involved with issues and opportunities to help the prairie dogs.  

Committee Reports:  None

Board Member Reports

Treasurer’s report, Ray Watt:

	$16,480.00
	Beginning Balance

	$25,303.00
	Ending Balance

	$8,823.00
	Net


PDP increased their account through contracts, the garage sale, and donations during 2008.

Outreach and Education, Lynn Diehl:  

There were several good opportunities during 2008 including a number of schools, Senior Citizen’s Seminar at Sandia Casino, Wild West Park, Tijeras/Talking Talons, and Ramah/Wolf Sanctuary.  The events were highly successful and PDP has been invited to return.  Lynn stressed the importance educating the children in schools on the value of prairie dogs.  She related the story about the man who had been given a gun by his father to kill prairie dogs and who later used the gun on his father. 

Lynn noted that outreach would continue to be scheduled as and when required.  She solicited the membership for help.  Upcoming events include a day Deming and Nob Hill for Earth Day.  Volunteers should be available during the week for the school projects but other tabling can be done on weekends.  

Paul Polechla and Dick Westphal said they would continue to help with selected events.  

Steve Alejandro:

Some prairie dogs have been sighted but it is too early and too cold to begin feeding for the season.  Giving them food now would encourage them to stay up so let them come up look around and go back.  (We want the prairie dogs to be hungry when they emerge to facilitate trapping).

P. Eilers noted that the burrow cam was working well in response to an inquiry from Steve.  


Steve volunteered to develop a sonic predator deterrent.  Apparently people in the UK have had some luck repelling badgers using ultrasonics.  The units would be photosensitive (to work at night) and motion activated so that they would not disturb the prairie dogs.

Singleton rescue, Margaret Dowling:


Singleton rescues for 2008 included 20 prairie dogs and 2 squirrels, an improvement over 2007!  The prairie dogs and squirrels were all successfully released.

In response to a question from the floor Margaret explained that a singleton was an individual prairie dog that was displaced from his home territory and had become lost in a residential neighborhood.  She related several instances where prairie dogs had become trapped in garages and even knocked at doors for handouts.  

Site stewardship, Graziella Singleton:


Graziella gave an overview of the stewardship program.  She explained that many of the sites did not have sufficient native vegetation to sustain the resident populations and that supplemental feeding was needed to keep the prairie dogs alive!  Further, that the sites were surrounded by development and that the prairie dogs had nowhere to forage for food.  She stressed that the caregivers were the eyes and ears that protected the prairie dogs and watched for development or vandalism.  She related that there were four areas in need of extra coverage.

Graziella noted that she would be conducting a meeting to kick off the season in the near future.  She reminded the stewards to keep a log of their expenses and mileage for tax purposes.

When asked about the frequency, amount and type of supplemental food she explained that one needed to evaluate the site and adjust the quantity and type of food accordingly.  Generally, once or twice a week was sufficient.  While much of the time the availability of excess produce would determine what was distributed, there were some foods that were inappropriate (citrus for example).  Also if there was natural vegetation for the prairie dogs to eat then they should not receive supplemental food.  NOTE:  Please download Feeding Tips at www.prairiedogpals.org/archives to learn about the appropriate foods for prairie dogs.

Graziella advised that she had developed a “form letter” to be given to stores to allow the holder to get discarded produce for the prairie dogs.

She explained that she would be coordinating the Indian School landscaping if the city agreed to reinstall the irrigation and provide the materials.  She asked for volunteers.

Lynn Diehl noted that the prairie dogs quickly learn to recognize the caregivers and will run up when even their vehicle stops!

Bobby Capute noted that some grocery stores might tell you that there is no produce but continue to throw out produce that could be used for the prairie dogs.  She urged people to be polite but persistent.  

It was suggested that PDP consider joining the Chamber of Commerce in an effort to develop a network of friendly providers of produce.

Some new stewards are required as the number of active caregivers continues to drop.

The sign at Rover was vandalized; the owner at Indian View wants a sign.  PDP should consider rehabilitating old signs and protecting them with Plexiglas.


Secretary’s report, Ed Urbanski:


The website, weblist and facebook are updated when time permits and updates are available; 2 newsletters were issued in 2008; the annual report and 2008 tax return are under preparation.  Help is needed.  Anyone wanting an acknowledgement for tax purposes should submit a request listing the donation and value.  Additionally, volunteers were requested to submit their volunteer hours so that we could use this for grant proposals.

Contract Rescue & General Operations, Ed Urbanski: 

The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance (NMWA) is requesting a grant on our behalf for a relocation.  PDP should do another site development at the West Mesa.

Letters were sent to all 2008 work proponents on 1 January. Other than the projects that PDP undertakes utilizing its own funds, there are no immediate projects being planned.

Yvonne Boudreaux: 


Admin Changes: Federal, State, and City:  Ken Salazar, Department of the Interior is no friend to prairie dogs (but good for wilderness)!  We’ll need to remain vigilant to ensure no adverse legislation is passed.  Richardson is good for wildlife; Denish is more focused on human rights issues.  Udall is a good supporter; Heinrich has helped since the earliest days making cage caps and helping with site prep; he’s on the Environment and Arms committee and is president of the freshman class.  Teague and Lujan are good allies as well.  Rhonda Faught has departed DOT, Giron is designate.  Jay Hart, a long time supporter from the city has retired, Jay Evans will take his place.  Nicole Rosmarino (Wild Earth Guardians) has moved from Santa Fe to Denver.  She’s working regionally now so our habitat sponsor is gone, we are on our own; Jonathan Proctor from Defenders of Wildlife has moved to Montana.  Parker has been appointed director of the Sevilleta and is interested in continuing with the introduction of prairie dogs.

We’ll continue to keep the membership informed; advise of anything you hear.

Announcements: 

Spring Captures:  The board has agreed that there are several sites that need to be trapped/flushed as soon as the prairie dogs emerge.  These include:

Eastgate Church (3-5) 

Roller King (20 plus)

Juan Tabo & Southern (5 max)

Veteran’s Administration (100+)

The staging facility will be ready to accept prairie dogs when they emerge; we should get them ASAP while they are still hungry.

Veterans Administration Hospital (using prairie dog area as parking lot):  Annabeth has a list of volunteers to perform the removal.  Need to contact Edward Ford about removals.

The Landau lot will be developed into a dog park and the prairie dogs need to be relocated.

Vendor Letter: Ray noted that the closure of Wild Oats at Menaul would reduce the available produce.  Margaret said she knew the manager at Whole Foods and would talk to her to see if we could get their produce.  The economic situation will strain resources.

First Sighting: Lynn and Sherri have already sighted prairie dogs.

Knitting Machine:  PDP was given a knitting machine to be used for fund raising purposes.  Someone needs to figure out how to use it and what, if anything (besides the winder), it is missing.  We need to optimize its use.  If it is too overwhelming or we can’t use it we should give it back.  Contact Lynn Diehl if you think you can make this work.  (Steve Alejandro noted that there is a knitting machine store in Edgewood).

Kansas is being sued regarding the poisoning of the Barnhart’s reintroduced Prairie Dogs.  The statute has changed. 

Garage Sale: The sale continues to be profitable; the sale will be on Saturday, approximately the 3rd week in May.  Ray and Graziella will accept donations beginning the 1st of May.  A card will be sent out in early May with the location, date and time.  Volunteers are needed to help sort and price on Friday, and set up and manage on Saturday.

Blue Cross/Blue Shield:  The Calvary Church has leased a portion of the property.  K. Stitelman and J. Brown volunteered to liaise with the church regarding the resident prairie dogs.

Indian School:
The Indian School site has the potential of being an open-air exhibit for prairie dogs.  The city has already removed the invasive Trees of Heaven.  PDP has provided the Parks and Recreation with a comprehensive proposal (prepared by Ann Ahlander) for landscaping at Indian School.  Our proposal provides for planting native grasses, shrubs and trees over a 2-year period beginning this spring.  The city will provide equipment and materials and PDP will provide the labor. The first step is, however, to agree on a plan and install irrigation.  To date we’ve received no response and in light of the current economic situation the city may choose to delay a decision.  Graziella Singleton will coordinate the effort; contact her if you are interested.  All participants will receive a PDP t-shirt.

Dirty Jobs:
Becky Davis suggested we have “Dirty Jobs” on the Discovery channel film a rescue.  She will follow up.

Galisteo: We are developing collaborative proposal with Prairie Ecosystems, Wild Earth Guardians and the Commonweal Foundation to develop a relocation site in Galisteo for “stateless” prairie dogs.  

Badgers:  One badger was relocated during 2008.  A second badger alluded capture at Landau!  During a recent visit to the West Mesa Paul Polechla noted a significant increase in activity.  The predation needs to be controlled at least until the prairie dogs have become established and are self sustaining.  Paul has a number of volunteers (students) from the Bosque School lined up and ready to work.  Steps need to be taken as 75% of the burrows are damaged. 

Paul Polechla announced that he had made a proposal to the Black Institute to address the badger situation at the West Mesa.  The institute is reviewing the proposal that could include funding and equipment to monitor the situation and intercede when removal was needed.  The grant would include a wild life biology teacher and students to control the predation.

Supplemental Feeding:  There were several questions about feeding and specifically what to feed.  There is a link on the web site (www.prairiedogpals.org/archives) that contains feeding tips.  If anyone cannot access the website contact E. Urbanski on 296 1937 to obtain a copy.  Sweets, sugars, cookies, cakes, and any type of meat are to be avoided.  Grass clippings are great provided that the grass has not been treated with pesticides or fertilizers.  While we need to work with what we get donated, alfalfa should be avoided until after pup season (June) as it can cause problems with the pups.

Kay Stitelman brought up the subject of runts.  It seemed to be the general consensus that the supplemental feeding while sustaining a number of juveniles that would have likely died does not give them enough food to fully develop (or the food is being hoarded by other prairie dogs).  Yvonne noted that the runts, once in the staging facility, gained weight quickly and were able to be released this year.
Prairie Dog Mascot:  Paul Polechla reported that the College of Santa Fe had adopted the prairie dog for their logo.  Shirts with the fighting prairie dog are available from the college directly or PDP could buy them wholesale and sell retail.

Tax: H&R Block will be contributing $25 to prairie dog pals for each tax return it completes.  The coupon is on the website.  

Sevilleta: 
UNM (Mike Friggens) made a presentation to the new director (Mike Parker) of the Sevilleta; he was very receptive and wants to continue and expand the relocation program.  He will try to get funding to support the site development.  Ana Davidson (one of PDP’s founders) and Mike Friggens, both of UNM, were introduced and offered comments about the relocation programs.

They are working towards getting prairie dogs as part of the state conservation program and helping Fish and Wildlife with reintroductions.  Serious efforts by all concerned, tight coordination is needed for successful reintroductions.
Long Term Ecological Research (LTER): One of the projects is reestablishing prairie dogs in the Sevilleta.  The refuge is 400 square miles near Bernardo; 327 prairie dogs were relocated in 2008

Board Vacancy:  The board accepted E. Urbanski’s resignation; he will be retained as operation’s manager
Service Project: The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance wants to partner with PDP on a project to benefit the prairie dogs.  
Prairie Dog Coalition: Prairie Dog Pals is a member of the coalition.  Information concerning prairie dogs can be obtained from their website www.prairiedogcoalition.org. 

Newsletter, website, weblist, etc.: PDP will continue with the newsletter and web updates.  The next newsletter is scheduled for early summer and web updates occur whenever articles are received. Guest writers, guest photographers, artists and advertisers, etc. are strongly encouraged to contribute. 

Ideas for other programs and events are ALWAYS appreciated, however any additional proposed activities must be accompanied with a volunteer chairperson and other available resources.

Meeting Schedule: The next annual meeting will likely be scheduled for Saturday, January 30th, 2010.  We’d like to schedule it for Prairie Dog Day (2 February) but it becomes too difficult for people to attend a mid week meeting. Several attendees commented on the poor acoustics of the substation, next year’s meeting will be held elsewhere.

The meeting concluded at 255 PM and was followed by a social hour.
Issued: 3 March 2009
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