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Work Plan Details

Phil Chacon South

The south park consists of a baseball field, a rugby pitch, and surrounding grassed and natural areas.  Beginning in 2007, prairie dogs were removed from the pitch, ball field, and surrounding areas.  Work will continue during 2009 in an effort to remove all prairie dogs from the area.  The north park adjoins Kirtland.  While there are prairie dogs on the Kirtland side of the fence there appears to be limited movement between Kirtland and the park.  The natural area next to the fence may serve as a visual barrier.  

Area 1:  Baseball field, 0 Active Burrows

Area 2:  Rugby field, 5 Active Burrows

Area 3:  Knoll, east of rugby field, 15 Active Burrows

Area 4:  Grassed area east of rugby field, 3 burrows

Area 5:  Grassed area north of rugby field, 3 burrows

Area 6:  Grassed area south of rugby field, 0 burrows

Area 7:  Natural area between walking path and Kirtland fence, No burrows

Colony Size: 26 open/active burrows, 15 prairie dogs

Area: 10.79 acres 

Coordinates: NW N: 35(04.020
NE N:35(04.023
SW N:35(03.925
SE N:35(03.929



      W: 106(33.863
        W: 106(33.696
         W: 106(33.863       W:106(33.701
 
2008 Removals: 61 

Projected Removal:  100%

Removal Days:  7 days flushing

Phil Chacon North  

There is a soccer field surrounded by natural and landscaped areas.  

Area 1:  Soccer Field:  There are 3 active/open burrows on the field.  This is a new development as there were none in 2008.

Area 2:  Natural area between soccer field and Kirtland Fence:  There are 3 pass-through burrows under the fence and two burrows on city property. 

Area 3:  Natural area between the walking path and the Kirtland fence, north of the soccer field:  There are no active burrows

Area 4:  Landscaped area between the soccer field and Cesar Chavez center:  There are no active burrows.

Based on observation, most of the prairie dogs foraging on the field are “visitors” and return to their burrows on Kirtland when disturbed. Kirtland should be encouraged to reduce the population of prairie dogs along the fence by humane methods.

Colony Size: ( 8 active burrows, 5 prairie dogs

Area: 2.04 acres 

Coordinates: NW N: 35(03.807’
NE N: 35(03.800’
SW N: 35(03.704’
SE N: 35(03.695’



      W: 106(33.951’
        W: 106(33.895’
         W: 106(33.964’
       W: 106(33.906’


     
2008 Removals: None

Projected Removal:  100% 

Removal Days:  3, 1/4 day visits

Veteran’s Memorial Park

A large landscaped area with a grassed field, stadium, and numerous exhibits.  Most areas are xeriscaped and/or mulched with stone. 

Area 1, Grassed field:  There are no open burrows

Area 2, Exhibits:  There are no open burrows in the exhibits

Area 3, Berm, south side, adjacent to Kirtland fence:  There are 25 pass through burrows and 15 open burrows in this area.

Area 4, Grassed area east, adjacent to Phil Chacon soccer field:  There are 10 active burrows in the area.

Area 5, Landscaped area north of the berm:  There are 4 active burrows in this area.

There are numerous prairie dogs on the Kirtland side of the fence.  While there is some traffic between the memorial and Kirtland, the high dirt berm may help serve as an obstacle to re-infiltration.  Kirtland should be encouraged to reduce the population of prairie dogs along the fence by humane methods.

Colony Size: 54 open burrows, 29 active burrows, 15 prairie dogs

Area: 7.33 acres
Coordinates: NW N: 35(03.713’
NE N: 35(03.695’
SW N: 35(03.612’
SE N: 35(03.576’


      W: 106( 33.984’
        W: 106(33.906’
          W: 106(34.040’
       W: 106( 33.951’

2008 Removals: 41

Projected Removal:  100%  

Removal Days:   5, 1/2 days flushing
U.S.S. Bullhead Park

Bullhead Park is divided into 3 areas:  Area 1, Softball fields and dog parks (west side); Area 2, Soccer fields and parking lot (central); and, Area 3, Parking lot (east side).  

Area 1, softball fields and dog park:  There are no active or open burrows in this area.

Colony Size:  None

Area 2, soccer fields:  There are no active or open burrows in the fields. There are a total of 64 pass-through burrows along the Kirtland fence only 20 looked active.  There are 14 burrows in the area between the soccer fields and Kirtland fence; these are spread out along the fence.  There are 6 burrows at the SE corner of the area, behind the goal posts of the east-most field.

Colony Size:  84 open/pass through burrows, 20 burrows of which 8 are active, 3-5 resident prairie dogs

Area 3, Parking lot:  There are 75 open burrows in the parking lot, 45 are active.  There are a few pass through burrows under the Kirtland fence but most likely do not pose a problem due to the sparse vegetation in and around the parking lot.

Colony Size: 45 open burrows, 25 active burrows 8-10 prairie dogs 

Area: 23.23 acres  
Coordinates: NW N: 35(03.140’
NE N: 35(03.114’
SW N: 35(03.081’
SE N: 35(03.079’


      W: 106( 34.881’
        W: 106(34.153’
          W: 106(34.882’
       W: 106( 34.202’



2008 Removals: 20

Projected Removals:  100%

Removal Days: 7, 1/2 days of flushing

Sandia Vista 

A small “L” shaped grassed park adjacent to a large undeveloped property.  Prairie dogs are burrowing in grassed areas in park. 

There are a total of 15 open burrows in the park.  None of the open burrows appear to be active.   The prairie dogs reside on adjacent DOT property and visit the park to forage.  Both the park and DOT properties have been flushed frequently over the past 3 years.  During 2008 a concerted effort was made to remove to prairie dogs from the DOT property in advance of construction of a noise attenuation wall.

Colony Size, park: 15 open burrows, 3-5 active burrows, 2-4 prairie dogs

Colony Size, vacant lot: 174 open burrows, 25 active burrows, 15-20 prairie dogs

Area: 3.73 acres
Coordinates: NW N: 35(04.564’’
NE N: 35(04.642’
SW N: 35(04.555’
SE N: 35(04.560’


      W: 106( 31.165’
        W: 106(31.127’
          W: 106(31.095’
       W: 106( 31.040’


2008 Removals:
26 (Park); 95 (DOT)

Projected Removal:  100% (in the park)  

Removal Days:   5, 1/2 days of flushing

Kennedy Middle School

The area consists of an oval dirt track and a grassed multi use field.  Prairie dogs are burrowing on the athletic field.  The population was significantly reduced over the past three years. There were no prairie dogs seen during the visit.  There are 50 open/active burrows.  A number of previously active burrows remained covered from the end of the 2007 season.  It is estimated that there are 45 prairie dogs on the field.

Colony Size: 50 open/active burrows, 45 prairie dogs

Area: 1.9 acres
Coordinates: NW N: 35(04.963’’
NE N: 35(04.970’
SW N: 35(04.931’
SE N: 35(04.930’


      W: 106( 31.566’
        W: 106(31.506’
          W: 106(31.597’
       W: 106( 31.503’

          

2008 Removals:
6

Projected Removal:  100%

Removal Days: 5, 1/2 days flushing, 5, 1/2 days trapping 

Hayes Middle School

The lot consists of a grassed soccer field and spectator areas, an oval dirt track and barren areas.  Prairie dog are burrowing on athletic field and surrounding barren areas.

The population on the field has been heavily flushed/trapped over the past three years but seems to rebound each year. While there are fewer burrows and prairie dogs overall, there is still significant activity.  There are 50 burrows on the field, 40 in the grassed area east of the field and 10 in the dirt areas surrounding the field.  

Colony Size: 100 open burrows, 80 active burrows; 100+ prairie dogs

Area: 5.33 acres 

Coordinates: NW N: 35(05.445’
NE N: 35(05.371’
SW N: 35(05.351’
SE N: 35(03.356’


      W: 106( 33.221’
        W: 106(33.097’
          W: 106(33.242’
       W: 106( 33.099’


2008 Removals:
109

Projected Removal:  100%

Removal Days: 10 days flushing, 5 days trapping

Chelwood Elementary

The area is a grassed, elevated field. The population has been significantly reduced over the past three years.   No prairie dogs were seen during the visit.

Colony Size: 2+  prairie dogs. 

Area: Strip 1.56 acres 


Coordinates: Strip: NW N: 35(05.742’
NE N: 35(05.745’
SW N: 35(05.629’
SE N: 35(05.629’

      
        
     W: 106( 30.220’
        W: 106(30.203’
          W: 106(30.215’
       W: 106( 30.193’
 

          
          Field: NW N: 35(05.687’
NE N: 35(05.687’
SW N: 35(05.632’
SE N: 35(05.629’

    
      
     W: 106( 30.262’           W: 106(30.218’
          W: 106(30.2598’       W: 106( 30.215’ 
2008 Removals:
5

Projected Removal:  100%

Removal Days:  4, 1/4 days for flushing

Embudo Park

A large grassed and landscaped area adjacent to an even larger natural area at the east end of Lomas. 

There are no active or open burrows in the grassed area.  The prairie dogs (along with cottontails and rock squirrels) reside in the natural area.  Evidence of pocket gophers was noted in the grassed area.

There are 94 burrows in the natural area between the park and Jeanette McPhearson Rest Area sign (along Lomas).  We did not survey any further west as it turns into an arroyo.

Colony Size, park: None

Colony Size, natural area:  55 active burrows, 20-40 prairie dogs

Area: North area 4.64 acres; South area 2.36 acres 

Coordinates: NW N: 35(05.472’
NE N: 35(05.458’
SW N: 35(05.387’
SE N: 35(05.401’


      W: 106( 29.398’
        W: 106(29.315’
          W: 106(29.417’
       W: 106( 29.312’



           NW N: 35(05.387’
NE N: 35(05.371’
SW N: 35(05.331’
SE N: 35(05.356’


      W: 106(29.417’
        W: 106(33.097’
          W: 106(29.416’
       W: 106( 33.099’


2008 Removals:
120

Projected Removal:  Per email from J. Evans no action at present.

Removal Days: None/monitor

Indian School & Tramway, Northeast and Southeast Corners

Two areas, north and south of Indian School, on the east side of Tramway, each approximately 300 feet long and 100 feet wide bordered on the east by commercial property and the west by Tramway Boulevard.  The population density is high, a problem exacerbated by loss of habitat and lack of predation. The area should be maintained as it provides the public with an excellent venue to observe prairie dogs. Both areas will be thinned to reduce population.

Colony Size: 500 open burrows, 200 active burrows, 150 prairie dogs

Coordinates:
North Lot: NW N: 35° 05.676'
NE N: 35° 05.676' SW N: 35° 05.6140'
SE N: 35° 05.615' 


      W: 106( 29.851’
        W: 106( 29.820’
        W: 106( 29.851’
       W: 106( 29.824’


South Lot: NW N: 35° 05.755'
NE N: 35° 05.755'
SW N: 35° 05.6970'
SE N: 35° 05.694'
      

  W: 106( 29.815’
          W: 106( 29.848’       W: 106( 33.099’
      W: 106 29.820’
Area: North Lot 1.12 acres, South Lot 1.24 acres

2008 Removals:
79

Projected Removal:  Thinning, 100

Removal Days:  5 days trapping, 5 days flushing

Landau Field

Landau field is an empty lot adjacent to a Bus Park & Ride and James Joseph Dwyer Memorial Police Substation (between Spanish Bit and Landau). The field is densely populated due development of 3 large parcels of land in the last several years forcing surviving prairie dogs to this fragment of open space, and lack of predation. It is a potential source of complaints from neighborhood associations, upscale loft apartments and nearby apartments.  

Councilor Trudy Jones has advised that the field will be converted into a dog park.  Based on the planned use it is recommended that the effort be made to remove 100% of the prairie dogs

There are 420 open burrows in the field.

Colony Size:  410 open burrows, 350 active burrows, 200 prairie dogs 

Area: 1.5 acres
Coordinates: NW N: 35(07.796’
NE N: 35(07.800’
SW N: 35(07.751’
SE N: 35(07.749’


      W: 106( 29.789’
        W: 106(29.743’
          W: 106(29.768’
       W: 106(29.725’


2008 Removals:
133

Projected Removal:  100%

Removal Days: 8 Days flushing; 8 days trapping

James Joseph Dwyer Memorial Police Substation Park

The Park was created on a field with an active prairie dog colony.  Complaints have been channeled through city council about the resident prairie dogs. There are 85 open burrows in the field.

Colony Size: 150 open burrows, 100 active burrows,  85 prairie dogs

Area: 0.64 acres
Coordinates: NW N: 35(07.831’
NE N: 35(07.832’
SW N: 35(07.812’
SE N: 35(07.808’


      W: 106(29.808’
        W: 106(29.769’
          W: 106(29.814’
       W: 106( 29.767’


2008 Removals:
57

Projected Removal:  100%

Removal Days: 7 days flushing; 3 days trapping

La Luz de Armistad Park

This is a small park at the NE corner of Tramway and Central.  Prairie dogs are burrowing in the park.  There is little natural vegetation in the park.  There are a large number of prairie dogs on DOT property between the park and I-40.  

Forty-one prairie dogs were removed from the park during March/April.  We have continued to monitor the park and removed an additional 20 prairie dogs.  The park is clear of prairie dogs, however, there are prairie dogs on the DOT property adjacent to the park.   

Colony Size (Park): 65 inactive burrows;  0 prairie dogs

Area: 1.6 acres
Coordinates: NW N: 35( 04.145’ NE N: 35( 04.099’ SW N: 35( 04.100’SE N: 35(04.085’



     W: 106( 29.812’        W: 106( 29.752’        W: 106( 29.832’        W: 106( 29.746’

2008 Removals: 61

Projected Removal:  100%

Removal Days: Continue to monitor and trap/flush as required.  

La Luz Armistad Park/DOT

This is the DOT property adjacent to the park.  There are trees and shrubs and vagrants.  The city plans to clear the area and render it more attractive and has requested that the prairie dogs be relocated.  There are 85 open burrows.  It is estimated that there are 30 prairie dogs in the area.

Colony Size (DOT): 85 burrows; 30 prairie dogs

Area: 1.6 acres
Coordinates: (to be determined)
2008 Removals: 131

Projected Removal:  none

Removal Days: none scheduled

Los Altos Golf Course

During a site survey for the proposed route of a fiber optics line along I-40 eastbound we took the opportunity to assess the presence of prairie dogs at Los Altos.  The only evidence of prairie dogs was noted in the area between the I-40, golf course, and Lomas Blvd. (NW Corner of the property.)  There are 12 burrows with about 4-6 prairie dogs in the area.  There were no prairie dogs seen along the fence or on the golf course.

Tramway/Lomas Library

The library is at the SW corner of Tramway and Lomas.  There are landscaped and grassed areas surrounding the library.  The area was surveyed in response to reports about burrowing prairie dogs at the library.  No prairie dogs or burrows were found.

Tramway/Lomas Linear Park

It is a naturally landscaped park and path on the west side of Tramway, south of the Library.  It is approximately 1000 feet long and about 100 feet wide.  There were no burrows or evidence of prairie dogs in the park.  

Singing Arrow Park

This is a large grassed park adjacent to a large natural area southwest of the intersection of Tramway and Central.  There were no burrows or evidence of prairie dogs in the park.

Land preparation

At the end of 2006, 200 artificial burrows were installed in a new area at the West Mesa.  We will continue to reuse these burrows (and those in the old release area).  We will use the burrow cam to identify empty artificial burrows, and cap and reuse them.  We will monitor the situation throughout the season to determine if additional site development is required and advise accordingly.

There was significant badger damage to the area during the winter.  This has been repaired, however, continued badger activity has been noted.  We will attempt to control the predation through humane trapping.  We believe the situation will worsen if the areal along the Rio Puerco is developed by Sun Cal.  Consideration should be given to developing another area.

Release / Monitoring 

Prairie dogs will be released on a weekly basis.  Prairie dogs captured on Friday of the previous week and Monday through Wednesday (of the current week) will be released on Thursday. Backlogs will be handled on Wednesday and/or Friday. There will be 3 days of follow up feeding and monitoring after each release.  

Closing Comments

Kirtland should relocate prairie dogs along the fences at Bullhead, Veteran’s Memorial and Phil Chacon.  This will prevent re-infiltration of the playing fields and parks.

The city should include provisions in their landscaping contracts (Environmental Health?  Animal Care?)  for flea dusting at all sites in the future, pre and post season.  This is good stewardship.

Trapping and flushing commenced on 22 June.

Trapping and flushing will be suspended by no later than18 September with the final release of prairie dogs for the 2009 season occurring shortly thereafter.  This will permit the relocated prairie dogs with adequate time to prepare for hibernation.  A follow up dusting will occur in October at all sites.

We will continue to monitor predation (and take action as needed) through the winter season.
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