Menaul Poisoning

The entire community of prairie dog advocates was incensed about a tragic and completely senseless poisoning of a prairie dog colony located on the vacant lot west of the Diamond Shamrock gas station at Menaul and Tramway in Albuquerque. Negotiations with the landowner had been progressing with heightened sensitivity to his objections about the possibility of incurring any costs to him.   During weeks of polite explanations, it became clear that he was frustrated with his situation.  Despite granting approval for a survey to be conducted, in advance of a proposal to relocate the colony, he secretly hired an exterminator, thinking to limit his obligation.  The exterminator contracted to perform the poisoning not only admitted the deed, he also promptly provided the MSDS (Materials Safety Data Sheet) at the request of local residents who expressed concern for the wildlife living there.  A number of dead prairie dogs were retrieved, as well as an even larger number of non-target species, such as mourning doves and pigeons. Mourning doves are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and that attracted the attention of US Fish and Wildlife. The Pesticide Division of the NMDA, the New Mexico Department of Agriculture was also alerted, and the exterminator was cited for two federal violations. As the type of poison used can prolong the suffering of affected animals up to a whole week, other non-targeted species may continue to be at risk for some time to come.  

In the public relations uproar that ensued, the owner contacted Prairie Dog Pals and offered that our organization could rescue any survivors, “as long as it didn’t cost him anything”. On the Monday following the poisoning, two teams from Prairie Dog Pals visited the lot and flushed the burrows in an attempt to rescue the remaining prairie dogs. They captured 15; however 10 subsequently died despite Yvonne's attempts to counteract the poison using Vitamin K, the only known antidote, that must be administered within hours to be effective. A wonderful and compassionate vet, recognized the urgent need, and donated the necessary supplies of Vitamin K. Possibly the only “relief” during this dreadful saga was the sight of two women who had raced from opposite sides of town to meet in a parking lot alongside the freeway “for the drop” of the antidote and to review the technique for providing multiple oral dosages from a syringe. In a number of follow-up visits to the site, an additional 4 prairie dogs were captured. This was once a healthy colony of approximately 75 prairie dogs.  Since this needless event, a wonderful attorney who is a strong animal advocate has made recommendations for further action. While we are motivated to pursue this, we are limited in our ability to sustain a court action. Should anyone know of a benefactor, or counsel willing to offer guidance pro bono, kindly contact Prairie Dog Pals. We are looking for volunteers to work with the city to create an ordinance that includes a review process and issuance of a permit before lethal control of this nature can be employed.  

