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There are a number of steps that occur in processing the prairie dog in and out of the holding facility.
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The kennels are brought into the facility.  The soiled hay is removed and composted.  The tape on the kennels indicates the location, number, family groupings, and sex of the prairie dogs.  
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Next the prairie dogs are dusted for fleas and other parasites using permethrin dust.  
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The dusted prairie dogs remain fin the kennels for 5-10 minutes.
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Food dishes are prepared with apples, carrots and sunflower seeds.  The food dishes are placed in the cages and tanks and replenished daily.
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The prairie dogs receive the "2-4-20" inspection (2 teeth, 4 paws, and 20 toes).  Injured prairie dogs receive basic first aid; more serious injuries are referred to a veterinarian.  The prairie dogs are sexed and their age estimated.  This information is helpful for removals in as much as it will provide us with an idea of the capture success.  It will also assist us in determining the layout for the relocation area.  While we maintain family groupings, during pup season the adult males are separated from the females and pups to eliminate any fighting.  
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The prairie dogs are kept in livestock tanks or cages.  The bedding is changed frequently and the prairie dogs are provided with food and fresh hay daily.  The prairie dogs are staged for 5-7 days to monitor their health and to provide them with added nutrition to help them through the relocation period.

