There are any numbers of ways to construct cage caps.  The goal is to make the process as easy as possible and minimize waste.  Basically we use 1/2”x1/2” hardware cloth that is folded into shape and then either “sewn” together using wire, or “clipped” together using clips and a crimping tool.

The end product, shown below, is approximately 1’x1’x2’.  It gives the prairie dogs adequate room to move around in the cap and is not too bulky to transport.  We have made 1’x1’x1’ caps but they are too small.  We’ve used 4’x4’x1’ caps (made of wire mesh) but they are bulky to handle and store.
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The method we most frequently use is with 4’ hardware cloth.

Unroll the hardware cloth and cut it into 2’ pieces, fold as shown.  Somewhere along the line cut some 1’x1’ pieces for the ends.  Sew or clip together. Cut hole for tube as needed.   You will get 12/25’ roll.                                                 4’
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Keep in mind that the cap will not exactly be 1’x1’ (by 2’) because you lose length each time you fold.  Making the cap above as shown will likely end you up with an 11 1/2” by 11 1/2” by 2’ cage cap.  This only affects the size of the end pieces.  

Another approach follows:

50 feet of 4’ wide hardware cloth

100 feet of 3’ wide hardware cloth

Cut the 4’ hardware cloth in 1’ pieces, fold as shown below
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Cut the 3’ hardware cloth in 2’ pieces, fold as shown below
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Join the 2 pieces and “sew” together with wire or “clip”.  Cut hole for tube.

You will also need some 5 sided or bottomless caps.  You can accomplish this by either making the 5 sided cage caps, or constructing the 6-sided ones in such a way that the side with the hole for the tube can easily be removed

Notes:

You can cut the hardware cloth using shears.  I use a small angle grinder with a metal cutting wheel.  It is quicker.  I also use it for cutting the hole in the bottom of the cap.

I have modified bird cages to use as cage caps.  The mesh must be small enough that the prairie dogs can’t stick their heads through it and get stuck.

Cutting the hardware cloth results in edges.  The edges are sharp and usually cause bodily injury to the relocater and can harm the prairie dogs.  I usually trim these using the angle grinder.
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